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Steve Oliver At The Warren Hill Smooth Jazz Cruise

Steve Oliver has been steadily building his credentials over an extended period. From 1996 he was lead guitarist with the band led by Rippingtons co-founder Steve Reid. He wrote nine of the tracks that appeared on the bands ‘Mysteries’ CD and three more for the follow up ‘Passion In Paradise’. Oliver’s debut solo release, ‘First View’ in 1999, was nominated for an AFIM award for best smooth jazz recording and he found major success with his 2002 follow up ‘Positive Energy’. The radio hit ‘High Noon’ came from the album and it’s this tune that the majority of smooth jazz fans currently associate him with. However, when ‘3D’ came out in 2004 it added significantly to his body of work and he subsequently demonstrated his confidence by releasing his first ‘festive season’ album, ‘Snowfall’ in 2005. Despite this pedigree Steve Oliver proved to be the real surprise package of the Warren Hill Smooth Jazz Cruise 2006.

The first surprise was that his billing and status as a smooth jazz guitarist vastly understates the extent of his talents. Yes he is a guitarist but then again he is an excellent vocalist. But that’s not all. He is also an engaging and different voice artist and, in addition, is able, by the use of his synthesized guitar, to single handedly produce a whole range of instrumental and orchestral sounds. This diversity combined with an engaging personality and a great stage presence attracted considerable attention in the fringe venues where he was scheduled to play.

His charisma was typified by the ‘sail away’ party he led as the ship left the beautiful island of St Barths in the Eastern Caribbean. Performing outside in the late afternoon sunshine and backed by Michael Whittaker on keyboards, Dave Hooper on drums Andre Berry playing bass and Ronnie Gutierrez with percussion he engendered a real carnival atmosphere with great renditions of his radio hit ‘High Noon’ plus ‘Magic World’ and ‘Chips And Salsa’ from the ‘3D’ CD. The fun of the occasion was heightened by the appearance of Brian Culbertson on trombone and as the ensemble jammed to a rocking finale the crowd would have been happy to stay with them long into the evening. Oliver certainly left an impression and when, as part of the final evening ‘sing out’ number in the main auditorium, he was handed a solo verse of ‘Hey Jude’ the audience reserved special applause just for him.

Steve Oliver might have been a late addition to the roster of artists for the Warren Hill Smooth Jazz Cruise 2006 but he turned out to be a real revelation. His new CD ‘Radiant’ is due out in March 2006 and a complete review of it will appear here. For more information go to www.steveolivermusic.com

